Jehovah's Witnesses - they're
theologically unitarian - don't
celebrate Christmas or Easter.
Some
trinitarian
Zionist
Christians are the same. And
the first minister of what later
became the the Hull Unitarian
Congregation, Samuel Charles,
a trinitarian and Puritan,
ignored
Christmas
when
Sunday fell on Christmas Day.
Unitarians don’t, as a
whole, believe in the deity of
Christ, so why celebrate
Christmas? Unlike all of the
above, we're liberals, and so
can have it both ways.
Yet if I wasn't committed
to doing the music,
I might be tempted
to have time off
while others make
up the numbers. I
don't believe in it.
Furthermore, Christmas causes
debt on a false prospectus of
family harmony.
Throughout the year we
desex and demythologise the
divine, but when it comes to
carols and readings we seem to
go in for remythologising the
Christmas story.

Adrian Worsfold
A Personal View

One of my sermons in
2014 was a plain, historical
narrative of the life of Jesus,
throwing aside some ifs and
buts for the time being. He was
born in Capernaum or nearby
unnoticed by the wider world.
The birth narratives of Matthew
and Luke are complete fiction.
One may well want to
remythologise these narratives,
if believing in the divinity of
Christ. Trinitarians do, and so
do Arians (as a first born divinity
to do the work of creation). One
might even if only identifying
with the continuous Christian
community from Paul and the
Apostles, which at the very
least identifies Jesus with the
special Messianic work of God.
Many Unitarians did do this,
with the notion of Jesus as their
principal brother, putting him at
the top of a spiritual and ethical
league-table among others, or
selected by God to carry out the
role.
Yet the biblical account
has
insufficient
evidence
regarding moral character, and
what about all the untold
unknown wonderful humans?
Where do we place Gandhi, for
example,
for
whom
the
historical record is infinitely
superior? Other story book
gospels like the Infancy Gospel
of Thomas has Jesus as a very
naughty boy growing up and
struggling
with
miraculous
Adrian Worsfold

Robert Ince's contribution to the YUU event in Hull was to
speak with few holds barred on the financial problems at GA
level, including the expensive funding of residential ministry
students. Our tiny denomination draws on trust funds that are
not endless.

My view is that Unitarians may host an interfaith service as
neutrally as possible, if neutrality is possible, but that they
make Unitarian contributions into the service. Collective faiths
are often little more than descriptive (or phenomenological) in
interfaith gatherings, whereas Unitarians remain as
individuals. The opportunity to 'crack the concepts' (be
theological) or be investigative into what people actually do
beyond official descriptions (the anthropological) is quite
limited. Peace of course is a values-focus, but is still limited
by being descriptive. But then it is important to meet and
reduce mutual ignorance, as ignorance feeds conflict.

It seems it is very difficult to avoid theological concepts, for
example what one says about the divine and God will conflict
with somebody. Even prayer has conceptual variations
between faith groups.

For our peace
Let us share a meal
And let it not
Be piecemeal.

We wrote some peace based offerings to such a service.
Many took account of the road into conflict before peace is
made. Others expressed Unitarian ideas, for example
learning through difference. I made some lesser ditties,
including:

What texts can be said by Unitarians not to offend other
Unitarians? York tried an intergenerational interfaith service
with "Bright Lights" performed by children.
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Dorothy says that her husband
John was something of a ladies'
man and some were jealous of
Dorothy, but no other man
could take his place.

So that's how Dorothy first attended the services.
Her husband was on he premises and when people called
in it was his habit to give them a cup of
tea. Dorothy shared the work with her
husband because he was not in the
best of health.

The previous caretaker Mr Skelton
lived nearby and went to work at
the synagogue. Dorothy and her
husband John (known as "Taffy")
also lived nearby, although she
was born in Wilson Street, Anlaby.
Her husband did not just "take the
key" from the previous caretaker
but he underwent a proper interview. Miss Rimington was on the
Committee - "a very pleasant
person" - and keen for the appointment. The Committee voted positively.

Dorothy
has been coming
very long time, and yet
ber at the Annual General
2014. She just missed the
son, minister between 1944-54;
Rev. Ernest Penn, 1955-2000.

Some synthesised sound is very basic, but some is richer
and other sound output is sent through audio samples
and sounds even better. It retains the small data
source.

An audio file is a precise sounding version of the musical piece. But
to a computer it is just a mass of output or, let's say, 'noise'. A music
file, on the other hand, has the minimum element of the note set in
time. The computer reads the notes in time and will use its own synthesised sound to produce it, including (of course) notes played together.
This means that a music file can be represented as in written music;
therefore one can write such music and create the synthesised
sound. The file size remains small.

average
volume levels.
Often I will audioedit to lower the pitch
of notes and slow music
down.

so
gathered is edited, to
have at least some consistency of peak and/ or

Yorkshire Unitarian
Lay Preachers’
Association
President from
2014,
All the
Stephen Carlile.
music

Hymns come from several sources including the Unitarian Music Society CDs;
the public domain hymns website of the Australian organist Clyde McLennan; and videos
of choir-sung hymns often with a few word
variations.

CDs can be played free of copyright so long
as this is within divine worship or to a closed
meeting. Each week I prepare a CD and backup, with one used for louder hymns and one
for incidental music. I regard worship as
beginning when people gather as the
prepared CD plays.

28th Rosemary Arthur: Prelude: GrayBarry Joe 90 [03:23], Interlude: BarryJohn Ipcress File [04:01], Collection: Poulenc Elegie in
Memory of Dennis Brain extract [01:22], Postlude: StoeckartJan Eye
Level Van Der Valk [02:49]; Hymns: SF 146 Regent Square choir
[01:54], SF 025 Wem in Leidenstagen choir [01:23], SF 001 True
Religion choir piano [01:35], SF 157 Dundee [02:20].

21st Stephen Carlile: Prelude: Bagpipes Scotland the Brave Gael
[06:23], Interlude: ReynoldsMalvina Little Boxes [02:10], Collection:
Passenger Feather on the Clyde extract [01:14], Postlude: You Shall
Go Out With Joy [01:55]; Hymns: SF 062 Old 124th choir [02:49],
SF 060 This Old Man choir piano [01:52], HL 182 Niagara [01:57],
HL 191 Londonderry Air choir process 21 [02:49], SF 040 For You
Shall Go Out write [00:48].

14th Bernard McHugh: Prelude: Dvorak Overture In Natures Realm
[13:24] Interlude: Schumann Kinderszenen opus 15 Traumerei
[02:46], Postlude: Rolls Royce Coventry Love Changes Everything
[03:54]; Hymns: SF 158 Morning Light choir [02:12] HL 192
Finlandia choir alt alternative [02:27] HL 117 Beethoven choir
process [02:27] HL 208 St Gertrude choir [02:49]

7th Keith Brown: Prelude: WonderStevie Heaven Help Us All [03:13],
Interlude: FallaManuelde Fisherman's Song [02:29], Circle: Faure
Paradise [03:11] Collection: Bach French Suites [01:11], Postlude:
SeegerPete Where Have All the Flowers Gone [03:46]; Hymns: SF
079 Beethoven choir [01:42], SF 065 St Stephen choir [01:47], SF
034 Laus Deo piano [01:21], HL 209 Blaenwern choir [03:17].
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Each Hull Unitarian Magazine can
list the two months of music in a
service prior to the month before
publication.

26th Stephen Carlile: Prelude: Status Quo And Its Better Now
acoustic [04:04], Interlude: CollinsJudy Amazing Grace [04:20],
Collection: WakemanRick Rohan extract [01:27]; Postlude: Brian and
Michael Matchstalk Men... [04:35]; Hymns: SF 021 Lewis Folk Melody choir [02:17], SF 113 Amazing Grace write alt [02:04], SF 218
Machs Mit Mir Gott choir [02:35], SF 195 Sursum Corda choir
[03:00].

19th Bernard McHugh: Prelude: Smetana Vltava from Moldau, Interlude: Elgar Chanson de Matin Opus 15 2, Collection: Grieg Book 03 1
Butterfly; Postlude: Grieg Book 08 6 Wedding Day at Troldhaugen;
Hymns: HL 269 Wir Pflugen piano [02:49], SF 188 To God Be the
Glory choir [03:16], SF 135 Mueller alt [02:55], St George Windsor
piano [01:23].

12th David Arthur: Prelude: Vivaldi Hogwood Concerto Flute Strings
Continuo D maj 3 [10:21], Interlude: Pachelbel Hogwood Canon in D
Major [05:11], Collection: Mantovani Autumn Leaves extract [01:23];
Postlude: Pergolesi Hogwood Kirkby Salve Regina I V [03:40]; Hymns:
HL 275 280 Bunessan piano [02:15], SF 096 Little Cornard choir
[02:41], HL 296 O Perfect Love piano [02:04], SF 011 Prayer choir
[01:44].

5th Keith Brown: Prelude: Respighi Birds [03:02], Interlude: Schumann Traumerei rich [02:39], Circle [unused]: Haydn Seasons Autumn
Introductions [06:53], Collection: Holst Choral Hymns Rig Veda Waters extract [01:35], Postlude: Celtic Thunder Place in the Choir
[04:12]; Hymns: HL 280 Bunessan choir 06 alt slower [02:21], HL
247 Laudate Dominum choir tape [02:08], SF 167 Flying Free choir
alt [03:42], SF 181 Toby choir [02:48].
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