Nearest Unitarian Churches to Hull are Scarborough, Lincoln,
Doncaster, Wakefield and York.

BRADFORD BD5 0JB Bradford Unitarians, Russell Street
HALIFAX HX3 7TH Unitarian Church, Pepper Hill, Shelf
HUDDERSFIELD HD9 7NW, Unitarian Chapel, Lydgate, New Mill
HULL HU2 8TA Hull Unitarians, Chamberlain House, Park Street
LEEDS LS1 5EB Mill Hill Chapel, City Square
SCARBOROUGH YO11 1UQ Unitarian Church, Westborough
WAKEFIELD WF1 1XR Unitarian Chapel, Westgate
WHITBY Y021 3BA
Old Chapel, Flowergate
YORK Y01 8NQ St Saviourgate
Unitarian Chapel, near Stonebow

MELSA?
Through the Leonard Chamberlain Trust owning the land, this
church is linked to one of the earliest institutional expressions
of religion in this area. Rev. Whitaker wrote a history about us
but Thomas de Burton (d.1437) (bursar in 1394, abbot from
1396 to 1399) wrote about a local Cistercian Abbey with an
early version finished around 1396, and a revised version
completed around 1402, with later additions. Its short name is
Chronica Monasterii de Melsa. Melsa? It has a silent L and A.
Meaux abbey was founded in 1150 by William le Gros, Lord of
Holderness, instead of going on a Holy Land pilgrimage. Abbot
Adam insisted on the site against other uses. Meaux was the
last of seven religious houses springing from Fountains Abbey.
Adam was joined by twelve others by January 1151. In 1249
the number of monks peaked at sixty. There were only 42
monks in 1349 and 28 in 1393, and 25 at the end in 1539.
It developed slowly, but it was dogged by low funds and
disputes over land and with authority. Additions included
replaced churches, an infirmary (1220-35), a belfty (1249-69)
(and more bells later), and a granary. There was a Manor at
Wick or Wyke but it was 'surrendered' in 1293 to Edward I who
founded Kingston upon Hull.
During Hugh de Leven’s time (1339-1349), a nude model was
used to carve a crucifix. Considered miraculous, many women
visited, yet they cost more to entertain than they gave in
donations. When singing 'He hath put down the mighty from
their seat', an earthquake threw the monks off their seats,
seen as a sign in 1349 because on 12 August Abbot Hugh and
five monks died of the Black Death.
Under Henry VIII the whole abbey was demolished and the
stones made defences for Hull. All sorts of dubious origin relics
were dispersed that were claimed to have magical qualities.

Adrian Worsfold
A Personal View
Jehovah's Witnesses - they're
theologically unitarian - don't
celebrate Christmas or Easter.
Some
trinitarian
Zionist
Christians are the same. And
the first minister of what later
became the the Hull Unitarian
Congregation, Samuel Charles,
a trinitarian and Puritan,
ignored
Christmas
when
Sunday fell on Christmas Day.
Unitarians don’t, as a
whole, believe in the deity of
Christ, so why celebrate
Christmas? Unlike all of the
above, we're liberals, and so
can have it both ways.
Yet if I wasn't committed
to doing the music,
I might be tempted
to have time off
while others make
up the numbers. I
don't believe in it.
Furthermore, Christmas causes
debt on a false prospectus of
family harmony.
Throughout the year we
desex and demythologise the
divine, but when it comes to
carols and readings we seem to
go in for remythologising the
Christmas story.

One of my sermons in
2014 was a plain, historical
narrative of the life of Jesus,
throwing aside some ifs and
buts for the time being. He was
born in Capernaum or nearby
unnoticed by the wider world.
The birth narratives of Matthew
and Luke are complete fiction.
One may well want to
remythologise these narratives,
if believing in the divinity of
Christ. Trinitarians do, and so
do Arians (as a first born divinity
to do the work of creation). One
might even if only identifying
with the continuous Christian
community from Paul and the
Apostles, which at the very
least identifies Jesus with the
special Messianic work of God.
Many Unitarians did do this,
with the notion of Jesus as their
principal brother, putting him at
the top of a spiritual and ethical
league-table among others, or
selected by God to carry out the
role.
Yet the biblical account
has
insufficient
evidence
regarding moral character, and
what about all the untold
unknown wonderful humans?
Where do we place Gandhi, for
example,
for
whom
the
historical record is infinitely
superior? Other story book
gospels like the Infancy Gospel
of Thomas has Jesus as a very
naughty boy growing up and
struggling
with
miraculous

What texts can be said by Unitarians not to offend other
Unitarians? York tried an intergenerational interfaith service
with "Bright Lights" performed by children.
We wrote some peace based offerings to such a service.
Many took account of the road into conflict before peace is
made. Others expressed Unitarian ideas, for example
learning through difference. I made some lesser ditties,
including:
For our peace
Let us share a meal
And let it not
Be piecemeal.
It seems it is very difficult to avoid theological concepts, for
example what one says about the divine and God will conflict
with somebody. Even prayer has conceptual variations
between faith groups.
My view is that Unitarians may host an interfaith service as
neutrally as possible, if neutrality is possible, but that they
make Unitarian contributions into the service. Collective faiths
are often little more than descriptive (or phenomenological) in
interfaith gatherings, whereas Unitarians remain as
individuals. The opportunity to ’crack the concepts’ (be
theological) or be investigative into what people actually do
beyond official descriptions (the anthropological) is quite
limited. Peace of course is a values-focus, but is still limited
by being descriptive. But then it is important to meet and
reduce mutual ignorance, as ignorance feeds conflict.
Robert Ince’s contribution to the YUU event in Hull was to
speak with few holds barred on the financial problems at GA
level, including the expensive funding of residential ministry
students. Our tiny denomination draws on trust funds that are
not endless.
Adrian Worsfold

YUU
Before the YUU Annual General Meeting and Quarterly
Meeting, and talk from Robert Ince, on 11 October 2014 Kate
Taylor led a discussion in Hull church on providing an
interfaith service of peace from the perspective of Wakefield
church’s experience.
Wakefield followed the General Assembly resolution to hold
an interfaith service for peace. This included:
3) Designates the 3rd Sunday in October each year as a
special Unitarian day for World Peace when Unitarian & Free
Christian Churches host an ‘Interfaith Service for World Peace
’ 4) Requests that the Facilitation Services Action Group
together with the Unitarian Peace Fellowship produce worship
material for this occasion.
Unfortunately the GA’s worship pack material was all
Unitarian in source and seemed to impose one view so
Wakefield generated its own material.
One preparation is getting people to come. Kate made
personal invitations and went to places of worship. She notes
that Quakers are keen but can dominate with their
enthusiasm. She approached the local Churches Together.
The civic approach can be made to get the Lord Mayor or
similar to say some words. And she made an effort to attract
the more ’way out sects’. Mormons can be over enthusiastic.
People saying lots of words can be broken up with some
music.
The presentation should be theologically neutral, and
hospitality is important. Shortness, relevance and simplicity of
language are important considerations. The informal
discussions afterwards are important, encouraged by "high
quality biscuits" and orange juice availability takes account of
not all people of faith consuming tea and coffee.
In discussion we would expect religions to be "pushy" and
indeed Unitarians promote their values such as tolerance.

powers. This is historical
nonsense but is the mythic
equivalent of many a carol.
I can see the objection:
I'm missing the point! And ever
since
Unitarians
allowed
romanticism into its Christian
rationalism, the way has been
open to get rather evergreen
about Christmas. Indeed, this is
precisely what the JWs, Zionist
Christians and the forebear
Presbyterian Puritans rejected the Paganism behind and within
Christmas.
Today the romanticism
includes neo-Paganism, the
coherent
reinventions
of
influential writers and more,
including the creator of the
Welsh Bards in the Eisteddfod,
the Unitarian and fantasist Iolo
Morgannwg. The New Age has
it as a consumerist religion and
Unitarianism has it as a maker
of rituals and ideas, recognising
Yuletide and the winter solstice.
The winter solstice is a
key part of Stonehenge (and
much else besides in the
gathering place of European
significance). So the Pagan is
properly native and Celtic. But
the crowds who gather there
with reinvented meanings are
neo-Pagans. Many Unitarians
further
differ
from
what
card-carrying neo-Pagans do
today,
with
neo-Pagan
tendencies towards magic (like
purchasing tarot card readings

and
personal
astrological
charts). Yet we can't keep
singing 'The Holly and the Ivy'
and little else!
So the mythic birth of
Jesus, then, becomes an
add-on to what is another
regeneration festival, at the turn
of the year, the return of more
light ahead - the other festival at
Easter being when the plants
start poking through with new
growth.
So
what else is
Christmas?
The
usual
answer is,
after a little thought, that the
infant Jesus represents the
Universal Baby. The carols
sung are all about babies born,
often in difficulty, and the
miracle of human life. Jesus just
happens to be the one-time
deity at hand and the
remythologising is therefore of
a kind of humanism. There are
miracle birth stories of the
Buddha and Krishna too, but we
don't know them, and so the
Jesus one is the myth to rework
over and again.
Ah,
so,
Professor
Dawkins! Christmas is a myth
about the “selfish” (selfless)
genes - the human ones (and
our animal friends).
To those who love the
festival, on whatever basis,
enjoy.

Dorothy
has been coming
very long time, and yet
ber at the Annual General
2014. She just missed the
son, minister between 1944-54;
Rev. Ernest Penn, 1955-2000.

Morgan
to this church for a
only became a memMeeting on 5th October
last service of Rev. R. Philipshe caught the first service of

The previous caretaker Mr Skelton
lived nearby and went to work at
the synagogue. Dorothy and her
husband John (known as "Taffy")
also lived nearby, although she
was born in Wilson Street, Anlaby.
Her husband did not just "take the
key" from the previous caretaker
but he underwent a proper interview. Miss Rimington was on the
Committee - "a very pleasant
person" - and keen for the appointment. The Committee voted positively.
So that's how Dorothy first attended the services.
Her husband was on he premises and when people called
in it was his habit to give them a cup of
tea. Dorothy shared the work with her
husband because he was not in the
best of health.
Dorothy says that her husband
John was something of a ladies'
man and some were jealous of
Dorothy, but no other man
could take his place.

Each Hull Unitarian Magazine can
list the two months of music in a
service prior to the month before
publication.

