Confession time with the
Soduku in the last issue.
My software did generate
a new puzzle. Trouble is, I
didn't notice that the new
puzzle was the same as
the old result. So if you did it, the answer is alongside. The answer the
Who or Whom puzzle can be displayed, but better to give the principle: if
the answer is 'him' (when male) or 'them', then the question is 'whom?'; but
if the answer is 'he' (when male) or 'they', then the question is 'who?'.
Let’s try a chalice
flame wordsearch
instead: A hospital
setting and electoral
district to draw out
hymn tunes (4).
Among the many
trees Sheffield
Unitarian location (7).
Bernard's kindly 'out
of the way' request
when walking (4).
Tony the Tiger says
Hucklow shares this
with Grimsby (5).
How lucky and lowly
great Adrian and
Barry were situated
when away together
(7). Make and
remake again for the Learning Centre (8). Near Cardiff Unitarian
streaming man on first name terms (5). How pleasant is Mr Ince? (4). No
retches when fed away at Hucklow (7). Of all knowledge, a pen spraying a
musical offering (8). Structures for worship offering refreshment on
motorways (8). The literary critic that Bill Darlison didn't see for the trees
(4). The Nestorians were sassy about this first empire home (8). They
didn't come in theory but in practice to Dorothy's after-service bash (9). U
don't need a handgun to locate these Christian Sutras (8). What Unitarians
seek viz. the future in comments (6). Location of the soap with GA
Unitarian Juan and his gal. (9) The clues refer to articles inside; each
answer above is either vertical, horizontal or diagonal, forwards or
backwards.

I attended The
Nightingale Centre Unitarian
Communicators Weekend in November

2015. It was divided into roughly three parts.
Friday night looked at three congregations that had
transformed themselves from near closure. None of
them had done it by focus on the Unitarian name or
worship. All had done it by engaging in social action
and the arts, and by making provision for
minority folk. They involve community,
compassion, contemplation and
creativity.

Saturday was also open to day attenders,
and was a presentation with our input of a
communications consultant. She was very
expensive in terms of fee and expenses, taking from
Hibbert Trust funding. She did her research on Unitarians
before applying her trade. I have to ask whether we
could not have achieved the same with our own
expertise on Unitarianism plus a use of
management, organisation and marketing
texts for charities. We could still have
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Reflecting on our resolutions;
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4th Sunday of Advent: Love;
and carol service followed by
high tea with residents from
Sutton alms houses
December 20
3:00 pm

January 17

The Purpose of Worship
followed by lunch and
congregational meeting

See the monthly newsletters for services in January (updates)
and February.

Each Friday morning 10:30 am to 12:00 pm the church is open
for drinks, cheese on toast, and whatever else to consume!
Not the 25th December or 1st January.

Adrian Worsfold reports that The Social Justice Forum had
its first outing on Wednesday November 18th with Tony
Cann from Accrington presenting material on the
perceptions and actuality of immigration. He referred to
the "crucible" of hysteria generated particuarly by the 'Red
Top' newspapers and their influence over politicians.
The UK, Portugal and USA populations consistently over‐
estimate the number of immigrants in their countries;
these countries also have the greatest economic
inequality. Such inequality generates economic losers, and
it is the losers who over‐estimate immigration. Perceptions
of immigrants as lazy and resource‐hungry are wrong. Yes,
immigrants have an impact on public services: without
them, for example, the NHS would cease to function. Tony
Cann's own plastic objects factory finds it hard to recruit
and retain British workers whereas Polish workers are keen
and stay. The only moral issue here is why we have such
weak vocational training of our own young people that we
end up exploiting the training investments of other
countries.
One can reduce the headline figure for immigration by
preventing transitory students from coming to Britain, but
the effect would be to close universities as these students
subsidise British students and research.
Whereas Britain seems immigration as a problem, more
equal and successful countries like Sweden and Germany
see immigration as an opportunity.

A Vision for Our Future

Comments on the General Assembly publication

Introduction by Ralph Catts, Pastor

The Executive Committee of the General Assembly of
Unitarian and Free Christian Churches has published a
document called 'A Vision for our Future' which includes in the
forward the following:

Always start with vision not action.
See it and you will be it.
Be it and you will do it.
There are by my
This is how we create our own life
count 24
contributions
including responses plus a summary statement by the
Executive Committee. The varied comments are meant to
stimulate debate among Unitarians, from which feedback will
be gathered. Initiatives will be supported to address ideas
that emerge.

All congregations have been asked to
consider the Vision statement and to
offer responses. We have five
responses gathered from Hull
members which are offered as
contributions to the national debate.
They are reproduced below and will
be submitted to the GA Executive
committee.

Copies of the Vision statement are
available on line at https://www.unitarian.org.uk/ or at the
church, and further comments are welcomed.

In response to a
well-developed
populist cult of
Mary, the Council
of Ephesus in 431
declared Mary the Mother of God. The 'Nestorian' Church, which
initially resisted such deification, broke away eastwards into
the Sasanian Empire of Persia outside the Roman Empire's
doctrinal developments.
This Church continued eastwards
along the Silk Road, and entered
China, where it was regarded,
like Buddhism, as 'foreign'. The
early Tang dynasty welcomed
what it called The Religion of
Illumination from The West. The
Church's subservience to
authority was compatible with
the rise of home-grown Confucianism. Marco Polo, arriving at
Kubla Khan's stable rule (1260-1294), noted its existence, but it
declined rapidly with the end of the Yuan dynasty in 1368 and
died within 200 years. The defining sutras were sealed in caves
at Dunhuang, in 1005, and resurfaced around the world in the
early twentieth century.
These sutras reveal that Chinese culture added itself on to the
Gentile essence of salvation beliefs, making for a more magical
interpretation of Christmas and Incarnation, and produced
another intellectual variation of Christianity that is reflective of
the philosophy of Buddhism and also Taoism.
This is from the Fourth Sutra, being the first Jesus Sutra,
written about 650 CE, using Palmer, M. (2001),The Jesus
Sutras: Rediscovering the Lost Religion of Taoist Christianity,
London: Judy Piatkus. Chapter 5 begins...

Is it enough to say to the earnest inquirer, 'Here you are free
to find your own spiritual path,' when they probably came
through the door thinking we could offer them one? We should
be more overtly religious.

I have heard the throwaway remark from a member of
another Church 'Well they (Unitarians) don't believe in
anything anyway...' This was meant to concern the teachings
of the Bible and was, of course, patronising; but consider
another statement to be found within the document... The
Church is where we find our real selves, it brings out the best
in us... [Bertha Lee]

Take the analogy of the psychiatrist and the troubled patient.
The patient is invited to explore their own psyche as if they
were adrift on the vessel of their own mind on a stormy sea.
In the sessions the mentor will attempt to pour oil on the
turbulent waters and ultimately steer the patient towards a
safe haven but it is the patient who ultimately steers the ship
home.

I am pleased to see our services take on a more spiritual
dimension. I think we need less leading and more guiding and
long may our Church bring out the best in us.

Keith Brown's Comments

It is daunting commenting on a document authored by people
who have largely devoted their lives to the fight to keep
Unitarianism going and for whom, perhaps, Unitarianism is
part of their DNA. But I can only comment as things strike me
as an ordinary Unitarian, who is perhaps less clear about who
we really are.

I felt that Bill Darlison's and Matthew Smith's pieces more
closely interrogated our real position. British Unitarianism

Hi Fans.
"Let's go to Hucklow, you’ll
like it there," he said. Okay!
When we did go on a few
walks over the weekend it was
great, especially on the
wooded hillside the
Nightingale Centre owns. But,
let’s be realistic: meetings
aren’t really my thing. I know
what you’re thinking... I come across as very patient; yet
inside this placid exterior I am plotting my revenge in the
form of these missives.
My tail was blamed for wreaking havoc in the corridor when a
glass standard lamp, which was vertical one second,
exploded into a thousand pieces on the deck, the next. This
was not the highlight of the stay and it shattered my nerves.
I have to say that what bits of food were sneaked to me were
of the highest standard and everyone queued up to tickle my
belly – nice!
But I suppose the low spot was at the Remembrance Service
at the village church. It came as something of a shock to
hear a couple of attenders declare: ‘It shouldn’t be allowed.’
(The ‘it’ on that occasion being yours truly, but it reminded
me of how friendly we all are here in Hull.) The fact is, not
everyone likes dogs and it was just a couple of folk and
we’re all different. Strange to relate, I know dogs who are
not fussed on some humans – and who could blame them for
that!
Take care! Chester

happen quickly to give us something to hold on to as a
national movement, because the collapse looks pretty
catastrophic.

Adrian Worsfold's Comments

The Vision Document tackles 'religious literacy' (pages 25-26).
It seems to me that this is always on a knife-edge in the
Unitarian context. One has to first know why one is not
something else, and a member or participant in another group,
or, if you are, why you also demonstrate Unitarian
sympathies.

There's a lot to know, first, about Christianity, Buddhism,
Hinduism, Sikhism, Baha’ism - in rejecting the demands in
their packages. To then be positive about Unitarianism is to
know something about where it has been and where it is now.
Participation in Unitarianism is never settled, and it makes
the whole dialectic between the mystical (the contemplative
and 'how') and the prophetic (the conversion into some kind of
practical 'what', including educational) more problematic.

Plus, it has to work also for those who are not going to
investigate so much. I used to criticise Unitarianism for
descending into 'easy listening religion'; but whilst the days of
denominational sufficiency learnt at Flo's and Jo's knees
might have passed (page 26), I now think that 'easy listening'
has a value in itself.

Providing a space to develop in-depth complex possibilities of
expansion and change, and also simpler comfort, might run in
parallel.
Ralph Catts’ Comments

In Dawn Buckle's section ‘On Being Religiously Literate’

Letter from Islas Galápagos: Spread the Word
Hello, I'm Juan the Galápagos Penguin, or
Spheniscus Mendiculus if that's not too ridiculous. I
am a Unitarian Penguin, in a small minority at an
unusual setting. Knowing about us at the equator is
like knowing that Unitarians exist! Well there are a
few heretics like us
enjoying much stronger
sunlight than our cold
cousins down in the frozen
Antarctic. We have
changed from our orthodox
forbears: for example, we
have learnt to bury our
eggs in deep rock cracks or
within caves out of the
sunlight, otherwise we'd
all become cooked
breakfast.
Most of us live in
Fernandina and Isabela,
surely a royal Declaration of Indulgence, but we get the
odd gatherings at Santiago, Bartolomé, northern Santa
Cruz, and Floreana as well. It's tough being a penguin in
the heat, but we have that nice Independent sea current
Cromwell to keep us cool, and he keeps us one‐time
Presbyterians in our place and tolerates others too. I'm
sure the long past Society for the Reformation of Penguins
would not have approved of us staying out all day, as we
only come back to the land at night. At least our hours are
regular at the equator: whilst the orthodox down south
have kept their liturgical seasons. We have had to develop

based on a single source of revelation. This distinguishes
those of us who hold this view from those who rely upon a
single canon and/ or a creed. I distinguish this form of
Universalism from the 18th and 19th Century concept of being
Universalist as someone who believed all souls will be saved
on judgement day.

There is a case for people living in Western society to be
culturally literate in the Judaeo-Christian tradition, but not in
order to be religiously literate. Quoting tracts from the Bible
or other wisdom books out of context will not deepen 21st
century spiritual experience.

We need to recognise that drawing upon wisdom of past ages
needs to be done within the context of a world where
knowledge is expanding exponentially. I therefore feel
uncomfortable with the idea of spending time on revisiting
past insights, if it is at the expense of understanding the
current advances in knowledge about consciousness and
neuroscience. The way forward for Unitarians is to look to
what we can learn from science as well as our own witness of
the spirit of life within.

Tony Ward’s Comments:
On Being Somewhat Tiresomely Untragic

In his contribution to A Vision for Our Future, Bill Darlison
quotes the literary critic James Woods [actually, Wood] as
writing, ‘in the Guardian a few years ago, “Unitarianism is
tediously untragic”, meaning that it is a fair-weather religion
which speaks to the optimistic and comparatively
prosperous…’. Intrigued by this quote, I googled it. The
nearest I could find was not in the Guardian but in Wood’s
book The Broken Estate: Essays on Literature and Belief
(1999). Discussing the conservative Anglicanism of the poet T.
S. Eliot, Wood suggests that Eliot was reacting against the

