for Sunday November 22

All members and friends are invited to join us for a service
followed by a shared lunch celebrating the contributions of
Dorothy Morgan to our community.
Our date is Sunday November 22nd, the day before Dorothy’s
birthday. The service will commence at 11:00 am and the
meal will follow from 12:45 through to 2 pm.
Transport can be arranged for members who will need
assistance in order to come and share in the celebration. RSVP
is needed so that we can cater. If you are unsure that you will
be able to come due to your health, then book now, and
confirm a few days before the event if you are able to join us.
Don’t forget - come to our AGM (Sept 13th) & have your say!

November 22

November 15

November 8

November 1

October 25

October 18

October 11

October 4

September 27

September 20

September 13

September 6

Ralph Catts

Ralph Catts

Nick Morrice

Ralph Catts

Ralph Catts

Bernard McHugh

Ralph Catts

Claire Lee, York

Ralph Catts

Ralph Catts

Ralph Catts

Celebrating Dorothy Morgan’s
contribution to the church

Compassion for those in Nepal

Remembrance start 10.45 am

All Souls: Remember the loved

Mind

Sustainable Community

Striving for Balance

Harvest Festival – Sustainable

Ralph Catts and Yoga Teachers

Ralph Catts

1st Sunday of Advent: Hope

UN Annual Day of Peace

Loving Kindness Meditation for
Hull Unitarians and AGM

21st Century Unitarianism Building on our Traditions

Power of Yoga

November 29

Our Pastor proposes that Chamberlain House becomes a
Creative Learning Centre. A website portal would link to
activities using the building by consenting independent groups
as well as to our own Unitarian activities. By Adrian Worsfold
Learning together involves the theology of friendship,
developed by John Macmurray (a Quaker when retired).
Education is fundamental to developing humanity: we teach
best being oneself, caring for the student, dealing with
factual material beyond just acquiring facts. Even if teaching
doesn't generate success you still have friends. An
instrumental shop or business cannot be a community
whereas a place of holistic education can be a community
based on developing friendship.http://johnmacmurray.org/
Macmurray was highly critical of institutional Christianity but
his conceptual source was Christianity and the Jesus who
related in action with others. It is a more collective view than
the Buddhist cool, focussed, communing friendship for the
sake of individual benefit. It has been called 'communitarian'.
For Macmurray, it is in community with others that we discover
who we really are. The religious impulse is that in us which
seeks genuine friendship with our fellows. According to
Macmurray, it is in the building, maintaining and celebration of
community, that the real task of religion lies.
(http://johnmacmurray.org/further-reading/a-beginners-guid
e-to-macmurray-in-a-philosophical-context/)

According to this theology, having a place of learning is also
having a place of developing a holistic outlook by which
people relate to one another more deeply - the 'I - You'
concept developed by Martin Buber, the Jewish theologian,
towards the 'I - Thou' of transcendence.

Editor’s Note: On August 2nd we celebrated the contributions
of Mavis Lake to Hull Unitarian Church. During the service Mavis
was interviewed about her memories of the church. This is an
edited summary of her delightful talk.

When I was young I was living nearby the church. I cannot
remember a lot about that time. I remember having a skipping
rope across the street. Once a lorry came and I tried to get the
rope over the lorry.

I was brought to
the Unitarian
Sunday School by
another girl in my
street but I later
moved away.

In 1941 I went to
live with my
grandfather in
Nottinghamshire. I
went to an
Anglican church
Mavis Lake on the day of the Barbecue
but it never
clicked for me.
Returning to Hull, in 1946, there were a lot of children and
our responsibilities grew with age, so that I started looking
after the children and teaching.

The church May Day Queen started two years before I was made
May Queen at 15 years of age and still at school. The two
previous girls were older. I had to be punctual at church for a
photograph despite being due to play netball.

Swearing was the most common offence for which one could
be fined one shilling. Puritans not only felt the responsibility
for keeping themselves unstained from the world but also for
controlling moral behaviour in society at large.
The word Puritan was something of an umbrella term for
English Protestants who regarded the Reformation as
incomplete and sought to further purify the church. Puritans
were active both within and outside of the Church of England.
One line of the Puritan tradition in Hull resulted in the
building of Bowl Alley Lane Chapel. It was a Presbyterian
Church. In the mid 17th century a Presbyterian system of
church government had been decreed by Parliament, the
hierarchical system of Bishops having been abolished in 1643.
When the monarchy was restored in 1660 Presbyterians had
just hopes for inclusion in a national church. However, it was
not to be. In 1662 the Act of Uniformity forbade any service
taking place other than those of the revised Prayer Book. The
provision had the intention of excluding Puritans from the
National Church.
Penalties for non-conformity were harsh. In the 1680s the
Rev. Samuel Charles, the minister of Bowl Alley Lane Chapel,
was imprisoned and Leonard Chamberlain was put under
house arrest.
After William of Orange became king the Act of Toleration of
1689 granted non-conformists freedom to worship. A new
Presbyterian Chapel was built in 1692 in Bowl Alley Lane.
As we enter the eighteenth century Presbyterian
congregations were not Presbyterian in the 17th century
meaning of the word but were now self-centred and self
governed. Although they held orthodox Trinitarian beliefs,
no-one was required to subscribe to a specific set of beliefs.

I started being involved
again in the church at
Christmas time, 1988. I
am not sure how I got so
many roles at the church.
Coffee mornings started
May 1989. A charity then
held a stall for a whole
month. We cannot do
that now. People now
both work and have
children.

Westgate Chapel is at the
LITERARY FESTIVAL!

I have also had the Treasurer role but I will give it up soon.

YUU NEWS:

An Evening with Gillian Clarke: The National Poet of Wales
since 2008 will be reading from a selection of works including
work-in-progress, ‘Zoology. 18th September 2015, 19:30 21:00, Westgate Chapel, £10 or £7 for concessions

The Anglo-Saxons and Why They Matter: Michael Wood looks
back at the Anglo-Saxon period (450-1066) with the
development of regional government of shires and charters and
laws. 22nd September 2015, 19:30 - 21:00 Westgate Chapel,
£10 / £7 concessions

Neither Nowt Nor Summat: Ian McMillan explores the meaning
of Yorkshire, which is the theme of his new book 'Neither Nowt
Nor Summat' followed by a book signing. 27th September 2015,
19:30 - 21:00, Westgate Chapel, £10 / £7 concessions

Compiler’s Note: Wakefield's English Presbyterian congregation
originates from 1662 and became Unitarian in the eighteenth
century. Westgate Chapel was opened in 1752.

episcopally ordained with apostolic succession and owe more to
the theosophical-optional movement that had spread into a
small if worldwide church from the early 1920s.
By 2008 the Liberal Catholics created the Liberal Catholic and
Apostolic Church (LCAC) and Alistair Bate joined and became
bishop. He had commenced training for the Unitarian Ministry
at Manchester, but withdrew. For a year he was the Minister in
Training at Glasgow Unitarians and in that role was known to
the present Pastor at Hull, who remarks that Alistair's sermons
were consistent with Unitarian views and always made one
think, even as his own theology changed.
The founders soon left the LCAC to its then newest bishop,
Adrian Glover, and he appointed Mhoira Lauer-Patterson, an
Australian, as Vicar General. She was raised to the episcopate
and living near York, she took two services with Hull Unitarians,
in July and October, 2011, on an ecumenical basis. Her own
interest in Unitarianism turned out to be brief. The bishop
became increasingly interested in Judaism, if via the Arian
Catholic Church, based in Hull, before returning to Australia.
After the loss of its bishop, the LCAC saw itself as more
standard and Catholic, and so became the Old Catholic
Apostolic Church (OCAC). It still retains a liberal outlook. These
are fringe movements, as was Unitarian Catholicism.
A reason for the absence of symbolism in Unitarianism is that it
never lost its Puritan shadow. In the 1960s and 1970s religious
humanism preferred simplicity, and since then postmodern
influences and movements such as 'Earth Spirit' has shown
Unitarianism exploring forms of post-Christian symbolism.
See: http://www.liberalcatholics.co.uk/rssts_constitution.pdf;
http://www.gscallander.com/theology/; Kaye, Elaine (2007), ‘Heirs
of Richard Baxter? The Society of Free Catholics, 1914-1928’, The
Journal of Ecclesiastical History, 58, pp 256-272.

invited to join us for these sessions. We will also add a Social
Justice Forum to bring an informed basis for discussion of
current issues of public concern.

Our traditions include a weekly coffee morning and we will be
renewing our commitment to supporting charities through our
Friday morning activities. There will be return visits from some
of our long established charities, together with some new
charities that share our commitment to justice for all. Please
note the details of Charities elsewhere in this magazine.

Annual General Meeting: Our Annual General Meeting on
September 13th is an opportunity to welcome some new
members of our congregation, to reflect on our recent
achievements, and to plan for the year ahead. I ask all
members and friends to attend, with an assurance that while
your input is welcome, there is no obligation on you to take up
an official position as a trustee. I ask that each member and
each friend of Hull Unitarians contribute to the future of our
community as you are able.

Services: In Autumn themes run for about four weeks at a time.
We start with Lessons from the East, with a contribution from
some of the yoga teachers who take classes in our building.
Whilst Yoga is used for well-being, its origins are as a form of
spiritual practice. In October, our theme is Sustainability with a
range of perspectives. First thoughts are on a sustainable
harvest, then Claire Lee from York contributes, after which I
explore what it means to be a sustainable community, and
finally Bernard McHugh will introduce mental health with a focus
on the charity Mind. Come November we look at Peace and
Compassion. On All Saints Day we remember our loved ones
who have died; and then our traditional Remembrance Day
service will commence at 10.45 am on November 8th. Nick
Morrice will consider Compassion for the people of Nepal, and
then November 22 we celebrate the long period of service of
Dorothy Morgan with a celebration lunch to follow the worship.

